
Local high school wins
provincial award for

Drug Awareness Week
By  Joe Rogers
Staff Reporter

The human hulk ambled across the stage,
and he looked nervous.

He looked as if he could crush mere mortals
with a glare, but instead, he told 150
teenagers in the audience how something as
innocent looking as white powder had

reduced him to something irredeemably
human.

The room was silent except for his soft-
spoken narrative. Then, he too fell silent,
said, “Oh shit,” and started crying.

It was the first time the man in his ‘20s had
relived his nightmare with cocaine for the
benefit of others, and he set the tone for an
emotional and educational two and half days
at Kelvin High School.

“There were very few dry eyes,” said Susan
Hurley, a guidance councillor and chair of the
five-member organizing team.

“To see strong people like that crying in
front of them allows the students to connect
with the reality of addictions.”

Hurley was visibly drained from listening to
all of the harrowing stories.

Drug and Alcohol Awareness Week has ran
at  the school for the last seven years, but on
Nov. 20, Kelvin received an award from the
provincial government for their human
approach to promoting drug awareness and
prevention.

Organizers withheld the name of the
speaker who is trying to get back on his feet,
and they want to avoid causing him grief in
the community.

It’s not about parading human trainwrecks
for the sake of it, said guidance councillor
Karen Rayter. It’s about education and
demythologizing drugs.

The program gives students living proof
that drug addictions have consequences.

“This is probably the most pro-active drug
program in high schools,” said Rayter.

This year’s program was geared towards
grade nine and 10 students, who had to
attend at least three sessions, but it was open
to all students. Rayter estimated 700 students
took part in some way.

Head guidance councillor Wendy Johnson-
Brown said it was good to receive  the award,
but it won’t be change anything at the school.

“We would continue doing this work
regardless,” she said.
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• 24 Hour Staff on Site
• Located in Sunny St. James
• Fully Secured Building
• Variety of Accommodations
• Beauty Salon/Barber Shop

• Full Dining Room Service
• Active Lifestyle
• Housekeeping & Laundry
• Daily Organized Activities

(204) 885-0303
Call us today for more information or

visit our website at www.allseniorscare.com

Retirement Residence
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707 Setter Street

RESERVE NOW FOR FEBRUARY/MARCH MOVE IN
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Paying too much 
for insurance?

As an independent broker, we work with 
several of today’s leading insurance companies 
to secure you with the most competitive terms.

$150,000 
Comprehensive Homeowners Package

$300 
Annual Premium

Premium based on residence built 1985, policyholder is 50 years old, 
no claims in last 5 years, central alarm, non-smoker and morgage free, 

rate not applicable to homes located in R3E & R3G.

Call today and discover 
how easy shopping for insurance can be.

Kenaston Shopping Mall Park West Shopping Mall
530 Kenaston Blvd. 6650 Roblin Blvd.

Winnipeg, MB R3N 1Z4 Winnipeg, MB R3R 2P9

489-1555 895-7248

Kelvin shows students the face of addiction


